7 


Masashi Kishimoto mug 


[SHONEN-ZUPTE/ MANGA 


y We're in the third volume of 
Naruto. | feel like I've developed а 
lot working on this title, but | still 
have a long way to go. My heart 
and body are still weak! | must 
devote a mountain of training to 
my work on Naruto! | want еуегу- 

2 one to join me апа share in the 

HERR excitement of Naruto! 


Masashi Kishimoto, 2000 
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KAKASHI 7 

An upper-level ninja. His 
sharingan eye can detect and 
duplicate enemy ninjat 
Currently injured from his 
fighe wich Zabuza. 


zasuza ПЕЛА 


TAZUNA YKI 


A sword-wielding assas- 23৮০৯ consort an agile A grumpy old bridge- 
Sincninja known as the Young ninja ol indetermi- — builder He has a 
demon” Currently mate gender. daughter Tsunami, and 
injured from his fighe a grandson, Inari. 
with Kakashi 
THE STORY SO FAR... 
алло, Sasukė and Sakura are а team of apprendes ninjas from rhe ninja 


village of Konohagakure. On their frst big mission, they (and their trainer 


Kakashi) found themselves bodyguarding the bridge 


builder Tazuna on his 


way back homo to the Land of the Waves, But Tazun hadn't revealed chat 
he was the target of professional hitmen, hired by the evil millionaire Gate 
to keep him from finishing his bridge! In a desperate fight, the four ninja 
were able to defeat the assassin Zabuza—but a mysterious masked ninja 

stole Zabuza's body before the heroes realized he wasn't dead. Nov, assas- 


sins and bedyguards are both preparing for 


а rematch... 


SAKURA 4-75 NARUTO TILE SASUKE サス ケ 
Naruto and Sasuke's When Naruto was an infant, Тһе top student in 
classmate, She has a he was used asa living sacri; Naruto's cass, and a 
Crush on Sasuke, who fice in a magic rite:a demonic | member ofthe presti- 
ignores her. ln return, fox spirit was sealed inside his gious Uchiha clan. His 
she picks on Naruto, body to keep it from wreaking оа is to get revenge 
who has a crush on her havoc in the outside world. against a mysterious 
The orphan Naruto grew up person who wronged 
to be an attenton-seeking him in the past 


troublemaker. Despite the evil 


spirit inside him, he just wants 
to be the best ninja ever, and 
become the Hokage, the vil 
‚age champion. 
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А boy who is as isolated 
and lonely as Naruto. 


CHARACTER 
DESIGNS 


This was the original design for the character 
of Sasuke. It's hardly changed at all over time 


The main difference is the absence of the tal. 
isman he wore around his neck. In general 
whenever | come up with a new character 
my initial impulso is so use as much line anc 
ornamentation as possible until the visua 
concept is in danger of becoming lost amic 
the busy, litle details. 


This is especially true of principal characters. 
1 get so caught up in what I'm doing with 
them, | make things much too difficult for 
myself; until | finally have the sense to step 
back and ask myself, “Am | really going to be 
able to draw such a fussy, complicated char- 
acter over and over, panel after panel, anc 
issue after issue, week in and week out?” 


There was far too much going on visually with Sasuke, and too many lines 
overall, so І simplified him into a good, basic contrast to Naruto's visual 
image. 


Sasuke is a particular challenge for me to draw even now, because he is 
a young and rather pretty boy, but if I'm not careful he loses his youthful 
quality and 1 end up drawing him like a much older boy or a grown man. 
I've never had a character like him in one of my comics before—that kind 
of boy on the cusp of manhood, who's somehow mature and handsome 
beyond his years. 


Keeping the visual consistently right makes him the character who takes 
the most work and energy from me. Maybe that's why he's become my 
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а. Lets face it..she's 
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Especially back then! But that 
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that good with female charac- 
ters in general, so making one 
of them cute is always a big 
challenge for me. 


When my editor, those around 
me, and even my own staff saw 
this design and read her per- 
sonality profile, they ай 
assured me that Sakura was 
“far from cute"! Heh-heh 


But | have my own reasons for being 
especially fond of Sakura, both in how 
she’s designed, and in her personality. | 
believe everyone possesses an “Inner 
Sakura” type voice in their heart, includ- 
ing things like her entirely arbitrary 
choice of love object. I think it gives her а 
real humanity that’s pretty sweet. 
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